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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-328
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Lee, Boyer and Redman
Date of Introduction: May 14, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, TEU, F, RCD
Date of Analysis: May 16, 2013
Type of Action: Appropriation; Ordinance Code waiver; request for 1-cycle emergency approval
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $36,000 from the Metropolitan Park Maintenance and Improvements Trust Fund to Neighborhoods Department for the purchase of 6 sound pressure meters for use by the Environmental Quality Division to enforce the City’s noise regulations.  The bill waives provisions of Ordinance Code Sec. 111.120 – Metropolitan Park Maintenance and Improvements Fund – regarding authorized uses of the fund to permit the purchase of the sound meters.  The bill requests 1-cycle emergency approval of the bill.
Background Information: The Council’s Metropolitan and Urban Parks Ad Hoc Committee proposes the purchase of these additional sound meters as part of the overall effort to understand sound generation by concerts and other events at Metropolitan Park and to enforce the noise ordinance appropriately.  The Environmental Quality Division has been monitoring sound generation by concerts in April and May to develop a baseline of data, but is limited by the number of meters available to deploy in the field during these events.  The EQD currently has 6 old meters, of which 4 are calibrated and operational at the present time.  The acquisition of 6 new meters will double the inventory of equipment and the new units will be more reliable than the older models.  

Section 111.120 of the Code allows the Metropolitan Park Maintenance and Improvements Trust Fund to be used for maintenance and improvements to Metro Park and its facilities and to help support the operational and production costs associated with City co-sponsored special events in the park.  The waiver is intended to permit the use for purchase of the meters that are not improvements to the park itself and may be interpreted not to be an operational or production cost of special events in the park.
Policy Impact Area: Noise regulation enforcement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $36,000 from the Metropolitan Park Maintenance and Improvements Trust Fund
Analyst: Clements
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